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The mind is not a part, but an image of divinity, a representa 
tive of the universe, a citizen of the divine monarchy. And 

for God, no substance in the universe ? that is to say, no sim 

ple substance ? 
perishes, and no person perishes in his king 

dom. Irrational souls have substance, but are incapable of 

happiness and misery. But I do not wish to digress to things 
which do not relate to your dissertation, and in concluding 
this rather prolix letter, I congratulate you on so well com 

bining erudition with wisdom, and exhort you to continue in 

this noble cause. 

Hannover, July 25, 1707. 

A NATIONAL INSTITUTE 
OF LETTERS, ARTS, AND SCIENCES. 

For the reason that here in America all forms of external 

authority are constantly losing their power, it is clear that a Na 

tional Academy cannot have the same significance in America 

that it has had in Europe. It will, however, have a more im 

portant indirect influence. It will concentrate the attention of 

all thinkers upon the vital questions which it proposes for dis 

cussion. Emulation and opposition vitalize individual labor 
as nothing else can. The chief use of organization lies in the 

fact that it gives to the individual member of it a feeling of 
security in that the interest of the whole is cared for by the 

whole, and not allowed to suffer, while he converges all his 
activities on a single focal point. Only by such concentration 
on the part of individuals can valuable results be attained, 
and this concentration can be sustained by the individual 

only when he stands in organic relation to a system of indi 
viduals who are devoted to the other phases of the subject. 

An Academy of. Metaphysical and Ethical Sciences could 

not fail to stimulate the thinking minds in this country. It 
would be its province to state articulately those problems 
which our theoretical and practical life involves. All ques 
tions, however practical in their nature, involve, when sifted 

down, certain pure elements which are simply and solely 
questions of Speculative Philosophy. Great service is done 
for thought when these questions get stripped of their adven 
titious wrappings and are articulated clearly. The great 
theoretical question of the day?as all new books on Mental 
7 * 



94 The Apollo Belvedere. 

Philosophy attest?is that of the objective validity of the laws 
of thought. Since Kant, or rather Descartes, started it, all 

modern thinkers are obliged, to set out with the attempt to 

bridge the chasm presupposed between subject and object; 
in short, they start with the problem of certitude. But after 
the problem of certitude comes the distinction of Certitude 
from Truth. This involves a far deeper question and touches 
all our practical life. It is the question of individuality. 

What validity is given to individuality in a system of Philos 
ophy ? This question is a touchstone. The Comtian or corre 

lationist does not find the individual to be substantial; to him 
there is in the last analysis no individual, but only an abstract 

force which cancels all individuality by the negative might of 
its cycles. On the other hand, Speculative Philosophy finds 
all substance to belong to conscious individuality, and hence 

it finds God, Freedom, and Immortality, certain beyond all 

question (as Leibnitz does in the letter published in this num 

ber). It will be seen that a question so vital as this affects ev 

ery institution of our civilization, so soon as man begins to act 

rationally, i. e. in accordance with his intellectual conviction. 

THE APOLLO BELVEDERE. 
[This description is from Winckelmann's Geschichte der Kunst des Alterthums, 

Wien, im akademischen Verlage 1776, p. 814. We are indebted to Mrs. E. S. Mor 

gan for the translation.?Ed.] 

It is probable that the statue of Apollo Belvedere and the 

falsely so-called Gladiator of Agasias of Ephesus were among 
the statues in the Villa Borghese; for they were both discov 

ered at Antium, now called Porto d'Anzio; and this was the 

plajce where Nero was born, on whose decoration he expended 

large sums, and whose widely scattered ruins are still to be 

seen, extending down to the sea. 

The statue of Apollo is the highest ideal of art among the 
works of antiquity which have escaped destruction. The 

artist has created this work entirely from an ideal, and has 

employed only so much material as was necessary to carry 
out and make visible his design. This Apollo surpasses all 

other statues of the same as much as the Apollo of Homer 

excels those of succeeding poets. His stature towers above 

that of mortals, and his attitude bears witness to the grandeur 
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